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English; Good Woerks

Bobohuang ¢

Cardiff Castle: The Keep — Simple, uninterrupted,
and a bit scary......

Located in Cardiff, the thriving capital ‘
city of Wales and the cultural and financial 3
hub where tradition and modernity coexist
in harmony, Cardiff Castle is one of the
most fascinating structures in the United
Kingdom. With a long turbulent history
stretching back to the Roman invasion, the
site you see today is once a reconstructed
Roman fort, an impressive Norman castle
and an extraordinary Victorian Gothic
fantasy palace created for one of the world’s
richest men. While many would go for the
Victorian castle, | turned my attention to
The Keep instead, which we visited after
strolling through the gorgeous mansion.

Well, at first glance, The Keep, also known as lestyn’s Tower or
the White Tower, was nothing but walls of plain stones. However, it has
much more to tell than that. It was used as a safehouse for its owners.
With its twelve-sided exterior, soldiers could be positioned facing
different sides, providing an all-round protection for its residents. While
some may argue that a circular building would be much better than a
dodecagonal one for military positioning, our extremely nice tour guide
said that there’re hypotheses from locals then and now that there might
be religious symbolisms (probably Romans) for circular shapes that
made its architect, William Burges, refuse to use any circular shapes in
his designs. (Why would anyone do that? No offense.)

At the gate, | looked closely at the bricks. They weren't really bricks
but irregular local blue lias limestone
taken from the bed of the River Taff,
and its boulders set in extremely
durable cement, giving the walls great
i solidity and strength. | marvelled at the
dedication of the workers who took part
in its construction. | can’t imagine how
. hard it must have been in the ancient
times, with no convenient means
) of transportation and machines, to

= transport the materials crafted into this
~ . gorgeous building.

As we walked in The Keep, | was confused.
| knew that there wasn'’t a ceiling, but | had
expected some glamorous decorations
inside, perhaps some awe-inspiring carvings
of historical events on the walls, or enchanting
statues of Roman gods. No. It's just a plain
lawn, with people picnicking and taking
photos. Luckily, | also remembered that this
was only a safehouse after all, so the best part
would be up there.

Next to the entrance, there’s a set of
obsidian metal stairs leading to the original
spiraling stairs inside the walls leading to the
top. We had to queue for a long time before
we got to the stone stairs.

Imagine the steps of the spiraling stairs being all triangular. Then,
remember that even on the wider side of every step, there is only
enough space for you to put half your sole on. Mind you that when
stones are being repeatedly walked on, they tend to become flatter,

5 days ago . 4-minute read
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and A LOT more slippery. There was a handrail only on the left side of
the stairs. Last but not least, everyone was shoving and jostling to get
to the top quick. - )

Going up the tower was fine as
we all walked on the left side of the
stairs, the side with wider steps and
the handrail. The view from the top
is simply breathtaking, especially the
Castle with its extraordinary exteriors
and the prickly mesmerizing
silhouette of its sophistically-

designed towers as the sun dipped below the horizon and the fleeting
colours of dusk beginning to fade away. (I didn’'t manage to take a
photo of the castle during sunset, but the photo above is one that |
took before.)

Before the sun’s completely set, we made our way down the stairs,
and that was when the true nightmare began. As people were still
walking up, we had to walk on the other side. Did | mention that on
that side there was no handrail, and VERY slippery due to a recent
shower? Oh, one more thing, we had to walk on the narrower side of
the triangular steps, which means there’s almost NO space for you
to even tiptoe on. Gosh, how am | supposed to walk down without
slipping and tumbling like an absolute idiot? | did my best to walk down
slowly while hugging the inner wall of the stairs for my dear life. Luckily
some people who were originally walking up stopped and lent a hand
to us and helped us to walk down the stairs. Although | didn’t know you
guys’ names, if you happen to read this blog, | am giving you hugs and
kisses to thank you.

By the time | finally walked down the stone stairs and reached the
metal stairs, | was drenched in sweats of fear, and both my hands and
legs were slightly shaking. | waited for the others at the base of the
stairs before we walked out of The Keep chattering about how horrible
the stairs were.

Some may wonder: if | described The Keep being oh-so horrible
and stuff, why would | be interested in it in the first place? For those
who might know me, | have always been fascinated by architecture
and history, and The Keep, once so exquisite, is the perfect example of
how wars and battles annihilate all things glorious from the past, and
its forlornness is something that can only be felt when you are actually
standing there, seeing and touching the rocks badly dented from
attacks of bombs and bullets with your very eyes and hands. Aside
from this, it is also captivating that such a simple structure can stand
against the challenge of time, holding its ground almost peacefully.
The Keep was indeed a witness of
battles and vicissitudes.

What do you think about The
Keep? Doyouthink thisis a placethat
warrants multiple visits? Personally
speaking, the Cardiff Castle and The
Keep are definitely my bucket-list
destinations. Comment in the forum
and share your ideas with others!
Stay tuned for my coming entry. Can
you guess what it’s about? (See the
photo beside)

Hint: it is related to a really famous
movie series.
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The tale of an outcast

Aadarsh, a Hong Kong-born Indian boy in his late teens, was heading
to the rubbish collection station which he was going to work at for the
first day. On the way, he was peering into the restaurants he passed by,
hoping that he would be recruited and saved from the dirty job the last
minute. Thinking of his endearing deceased mother and two younger
brothers, he was determined to turn this hectic unfriendly city into his
real hometown.

When he arrived, pairs of unwelcoming cold eyes of his colleagues
met his and their Cantonese conversation stopped at once.

“Go get dressed la,” barked the plump man he met in the interview a
week ago, pointing his finger at the blue portable toilet cubicle.

His face blushing scarlet from embarrassment, he scurried off to the
dressing room so that he would not be greeted with humiliating words.
He came out after a minute or two, and was commanded to chuck the
huge acrid bags onto the truck with nearly bare hands, for the gloves
given had been torn apart by their previous user.

Having loaded all the rubbish bags, Aadarsh was wondering what he
would be required to do next. However, he caught his boss screaming at
one of the workers, a girl around his age, in their language. Not knowing

The Importance of Learning Poetry

Last year, protests in Hong Kong escalated into fiery confrontations.
As violent conflicts were beginning to subside, some local writers are
trying to express the inexpressible through poetry. In fact, what poetry
can delineate is far more than the poets’ experiences. From self-
reflection to covert criticisms, poets can convey their thoughts about
personal growth, social movements, and even world developments in
exquisitely crafted lines. Hence, it is crucial for students to learn the
beauty of poems in exploration of the ever-changing world.

To begin with, poetry can equip students with a better understanding
of societies across time periods or dynasties. Schemes such as
metaphor, imagery and symbolic language are commonly used in
poems. These embolden poets to express their views on controversial
issues regardless of political consideration, which is probably a barrier
for one to have his say, let alone criticising complicated situations. For
instance, writers may sit on one side of the fence with considerable
reserves. Without stringent self-censorship, poems are the ideal medium
of communication as well as the door to history. As a result, poetry could

Revive the Cantopop market

No Hongkonger from the last generation would forget the prosperity
of the Cantopop business in the 1980s to 2000s. Cantopop was
so popular that there was a huge market in East Asian countries like
Vietnam and Malaysia. To our dismay, everything has changed. You
may easily point out the pull factors leading to the success of foreign
music like Korean pop, but have you ever thought about what actually
contributed to the fall of Cantopop? How can the issue be addressed?

When it comes to the stakeholders who should shoulder most
responsibility, the music producers are surely the major culprits. The
lack of diversity and creativity are the key factors contributing to the
shrink of the market. Often is it said that Cantopop seems to have made
no difference at all since the turn of the 21st century. Not only have the
same pop style with similar instrumental arrangement dominated the
market, but the themes of these pop songs have also been mainly about
romance and love, repeating similar stories and mood. Local female
singers like Janice Vidal and Joey Yung, who have been well-known
since the early 2000s, are the exemplifications of successful singers
whose songs have mostly been about the same old topic for nearly 20
years. It comes as no surprise that listeners would deem local music
monotonous, doesn’t it?

In order to rectify the problem, keeping abreast of the trend or
creating a new, unique trend is a must. Looking at the development
of music worldwide, we can see a variety of new popular styles. For
instance, Bruno Mars has no longer focused only on R&B music that
used to be very famous, but instead shifted to funk music like 24K
Magic, that has over a billion views on YouTube. On the other side of the
world, Korean pop idols that Asians are all fond of now are producing its
own catchy infectious dance-pop. While foreign markets are all carving
out their unique, innovative style, Hong Kong music producers are still
producing the same old predictable “Kong style” songs from the 2000s.
Why don't they try modelling foreign producers to produce new trendy
music or even giving some new genres a try? Blues, heavy metals and
electronic music would be some good suggestions.

Ho Ching Nok (2C)

what he was yelling, he still could guess she had committed a fatal
mistake from her tear-streaming face. She was, he reckoned, subjected
to a punishment—clearing the mice, both dead and alive, and sweeping
and washing the street. Despite his gloating glee, he heard his mother’s
words, “You will never find love until you let go of hatred.” He stared at
her, who looked down at the heap of trash and whose face was pale
and lips trembling, as though there’'s a venomous serpent before her.
He decided to offer help for the first time, ignoring those disapproving
mocks from the other workers, knowing perhaps it’s the only chance he
might blend in.

‘Thanks. None of my local colleagues offered me help. | apologize
for the way | treated you. | will try my best to persuade them to treat
you better,’ the girl said shamefully over lunch hours later. Moved by
the happiness of making the first friend, he kept quiet as she carried on
telling her life story.

Two weeks later, Aadarsh did not find the rubbish station a dingy
place anymore, but a place with laughter and love. The longer the
workers got to know Aadrsh, the more they liked about his kindness.
Aadarsh was no longer an outcast. He found his home.

Lee Sze Wai (4C)

offer students fresh insights into issues in a way that no embellished
prose could do.

Steering students into the poets’ imaginary worlds, poetry could
also cultivate students’ creativity. Connection-wise, poems allow
students to associate interesting reading experiences to their own lives.
Application-wise, they encourage students to play with copious words
and their rhymes, thereby making writing much more fun. Thus, another
compelling reason for learning poetry is its great boost to students’
innovation in and enthusiasm for writing in daily lives.

To sum up, poetry constitutes a favourable learning material where
learners extend and express their understanding of the world either
by reading or writing poems. It is believed that the more poetry in
which students immerse themselves, the likelier they enjoy versifying.
Students’ wondrous and novel poetry would bear eloquent testimony to
how they benefit from the poetic world.

Wong Ka Lam (6D)

Apart from music itself, the monopoly of the same batch of singers
is, undeniably, another reason for the stagnation. Though some singers
might sing songs that strike a chord with the majority, some listeners
do have a different taste. Without considering the interest of different
listeners, it is hard for the market not to lose support and become a
sunset industry with bleak prospect. It is disappointing to see how some
singers like Eason Chan and Joey Yung are always dominating, while
some other singers are deprived of the opportunities to unearth their
potential and flourish in their career. What is worse is that the singers
dominating the market have similar styles. Monopoly is indeed the
enemy standing in the way of the development of Cantopop.

It is undeniable that the music companies should be responsible
for remedying the problem. Singers devoting to their own type of music
should be given a chance to make their debut. JB is a case in point.
Targeting young listeners, JB is a recent rapper who is gifted in creating
extraordinary hip hop music. He is not the only one that should be
supported by the companies. Busker Judas Law is another talented
singer who will be loved even by the older generation should she be
given the opportunity to perform on stage. Only by giving a diversity of
singers the chance to showcase their talents can different listeners be
satisfied and find local music fascinating again.

The above recommendations are surely all vital to revitalising the
Cantopop scene. However, we should all bear in mind that the listeners’
attitude is also of paramount importance. Local listeners should not
pass the buck solely to the music producers and companies as pirated
music is gravely detrimental to the market as well. Piracy eats into the
well-deserved profits of the music producers who make tremendous
efforts. We should, therefore, go hand in hand to do away with piracy
and support local singers whole-heartedly by purchasing legal copies.

Hongkongers cannot be more eager to witness the revival of
Cantopop one day.

School Motto: Self-discipline through the understanding of the Word, Service to mankind through faithfulness to the Lord
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English Speaking Activity Days
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l { () » - - I
Ui ‘ The Joy of EngIISh Learning The three teachers who acted:

Knows No Bounds Ms Lam Sze Long Sharon S Fok, Ben Sir and Mr Cheung

. . S Tt t
English Speaking Activity Day (7th November, 2019) (eft to right)
The autumn sunshine brought a spurt of joy to the CDG campus as the ESAD unfoldedina fabulous fashion.
It was the annual epitome of our school’s inexhaustible energy, ever accentuated in the flamboyance of
the festivities. Together with the Geography and History Department, students and teachers soaked up
: the English-rich atmosphere to unearth mysteries through engaging in booth games and treasure hunts
Students participated actively in themed on Myths and Legends. Never for a moment was the day a shared memory among the English
booth games on the first English Ambassadors only, but of the school as a whole, for all to rejoice, recollect and remember.

Speaking Activity Day —

Mr Bean’s Showtime (15th January, 2020)

In the Second Term, English activities returned stronger and merrier. Queuing up outside the hall for
a bag of popcorn, crowds of die-hard fans of Mr Bean eagerly waited for the comedian’s show to
be presented. However, they had yet to fully decipher the enigma on the activity poster: What would
happen when we take away the ‘A’ from Mr Bean? It was only towards the end of an afternoon of
whimsical Mr Bean videos were the audience able to admire the true gem. Led by Mr Chan Bun
Wah, or more affectionately known as Ben Sir, three otherwise serious English teachers turned into
Oscars-like actors as they restaged the ending of one of Rowan Atkinson’s sitcoms, surprising all who
watched with unbridled happiness and unrestrained laughter as they shared the joy of language arts.

Students solving a riddle in the
Treasure Hunt

The 1st Virtual English Speaking Wednesday in History (22nd April, 2020)

In times of the pandemic, the English Ambassadors continued to uphald their mission to spread
their love for English, which is equally contagious. Their capability of organising language games
was challenged yet strengthened as they hosted real-time inter-house activities like Pictionary and
a Kahoot quiz with more than sixty participants online. Although the contestants were separated
by the screen, the session was nevertheless not devoid of enthusiasm at all. The fever did not even
subside afterwards as a mini-game continued when everyone was encouraged to kick off a chain
to upload a photo of themselves with the slogan ‘I Love English Speaking Wednesdays’, refusing
1o let the vibe of English Speaking Wednesdays stop during the school suspension.

A student got popcorn before the show

4CD Online Speakers’ Corner (29th April, 2020)

A Speakers’ Corner for S.4C and S.4D students was held online successfully before it was safe for class to resume. The activity
comprised speech delivering, note taking and a Q&A session and the two classes presented and exchanged their views on various
social issues ranging from organ donation to panic buying. All students found it beneficial in this learing community, where everyone
had witnessed each other’s fear of public speaking receding and confidence ripening into charm. This platform of showcase was as
revolutionary as it was necessary in this time of the year: all of them were learning alone at home but together in spirit; physically apart
yet intellectually connected.
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~ Good works of Cultural -
— and Technical Subjects

Woolfelted Craft
Hung Cheuk Fung (3A)

Healthy Breakfast
Wong Wai Kwan,
Lau Tin Yan, Rao Toly (1A)

Corasage Tao Wenru
Lin Wai Yee (right) (3B)

Waffle
Pom Pgm Crafts Wong Kam Ting, Lai Chui Chi, Wong Hui Tung (2A)
Wong Wai Kwan (1 A)

Designiandhliechnoloay,

3D, Printing, Project: Resizing of Music Box

-
- -«
- W
== Sze Chun Hei
Ng Hon Lam ' (3D)
(3B) Tang Hoi Yan Tsang Yung Hin Tong Yuk Yin
3B) (3C) (3D)

VisualfALts
™ NS

Wai Cheuk Hei Andy

(1B)
Lam Ka Chun Jason Won%T}éa; S
Wong Wai Kwan Eric (10 Chan For Hiu Amy
(1A)

(1D)
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Hchievements

Language
& Speech

70th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival
(English)

2 Speaking Solo Verse 1st Runners-up

2 Speaking Solo Verse 2nd Runners-up

11 Speaking Solo Verse Merits

1 Choral Speaking 2nd Runner-up

3 Choral Speaking Merits

70th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival
(Cantonese)

1 Speaking Solo Prose 1st Runner-up

1 Speaking Solo Prose 2nd Runner-up

3 Speaking Solo Prose Merits

1 Duologue Merit

70th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival
(Putonghua)

3 Putonghua Solo Prose Merits

The International Competitions and
Assessments for Schools (ICAS) English 2019

1 High Distinction, 17 Distinctions, 38 Merits, 104 Credits

Mathematics,

International Robotic Olympiad 2019

4 Champions, 8 1st Runners-up & 5 2nd Runners-up

Hong Kong Physics Olympiad 2019

1 2nd Honour & 1 Merit

Hong Kong Robotic Olympiad 2019

2 Overall Champions, 1 Overall 1st Runner-up, 15 Champions,
14 1st Runners-up & 14 2nd Runners-up

The PolyU Secondary School Mathematics
and Science Competition

8 High Distinctions, 12 Distinctions, 24 Credits & 25 Proficiencies

Science International Junior Science Olympiad (IJSO)
& Technology | 2020 - Hong Kong Screening 1 1st Honour & 4 3rd Honours
Australian National Chemistry Quiz 2019 1 Class Excellence, 2 High Distinctions, 5 Distinctions & 4 Credits
gg;aémsts Online Self-study Award Scheme 8 Diamonds, 1 Platinum &1 Silver
Inter-secondary School Virtual Reality Contest ;
5018/19 1 Champion
A.S. Watson Group Hong Kong Student
Sports Awards 2019-2020 1 Hong Kong Student Sports Award
Mega Ice 2019 Hockey 5's 1 1st Runner-up
Inter-school Swimming Competition 4 1st Runners-up
Sai Kung District Age Group Athletics . : g
Competition 2019 4 Champions, 3 1st Runners-up & 6 2nd Runners-up
Sparis School Swimming Gala Invitation Relay 1 1st Runner-up
27th Prime Gymnastics International .
Invitational 2019 2 Champions & 1 1st Runner-up
2019 REAMER S D R GETE 15%H
2019 EEME+RERYIP/NBEHRIBEE |1 BEER 1 T5
2019 [EREIFRS L FHEEHE 1F5
AEEEHBE RS 1 SPHEEEE - 2 SPEZEAK - 3 WREERTE 1 YRHEZR
AEEA B LEHBERE 2 BEHBA R
Others 2019 Harvard Book Prize 1 Book Prize Winner & 2 Book Prize Runners-up

Youth Arch Student Improvement Award
2018-2019

20 Youth Arch Student Improvement Awards

Prayer Items

. Release of HKDSE results in July

. 81 Induction Program and S1 Orientation Day
. Release of S.6 JUPAS results in August
. Students spend their summer vacation wisely

DO w NN =

life soon

. 85 students work hard to prepare for the coming DSE exam
. New 51 students can get used to the secondary school

Working Committee

Honorary Advisors:

Ms Lam Sui Mei, Principal, Mr. Wong Wing Lok, Vice-principal
Teacher Advisors:

Ms Chai Ling Li, Ms Ng Fung, Ms Lau Wing Sze, Ms Yip Kin Ying
Reporters:

Kwan Man Hei (5D), Suen Man Chit (5D), Lin Wing Ting (5D),
Choi Hiu Wah (5C), Hui King Yuk (5C), Ma Cho Yu (5C),

Tam Hoi Yan (5C), Chan Ming Tung Antony (5B)
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